AS STATESMAN AND POLITICIAN     271

against China's will, on her right to exercise protection
over Christians on Chinese territory.

In 1885, on the conclusion  of the Tonquin war,
Li Hung-chang conceived the idea of eliminating
French political interference from the affairs of the
Roman Catholic Church in China, and placing its
missions on a more regular and reasonable footing
vis-a-vis the Chinese authorities, by persuading the
Pope to accredit   a  legate to Peking and to allow
the appointment of a Chinese Minister to the Holy
See.    For this purpose he sent a confidential agent
on a secret mission to the Vatican, one John George
Dunn,  an English Catholic,  agent of the Eastern
Extension Telegraph Company at  Shanghai.    Mr.
Dunn was also authorised to submit the vexed ques-
tion  of the  Peitang Cathedral,  a building which,
overlooking  the  Palace grounds,  had given great
offence to the Empress Dowager and Court.    Its
removal to another site had long been under dis-
cussion.    This question was eventually arranged to
the satisfaction of the Court and of the Lazarist
mission, though at considerable expense to China.
But the arbitrary attitude adopted in connection
therewith by the French Government, based on its
assumed protectorate over Roman Catholic missions,
made the Chinese all the more anxious to arrange
for the presence of a Papal Nuncio at Peking.   For
a time it seemed as if Li Hung-chang's negotiations
to this end (conducted by telegram through Mr.
Dunn) would be successful; but the Pope was finally
obliged to withdraw his assent.   The French Govern-
ment   presented   him   with   an   ultimatum   which
threatened severe reprisals against the Church in
France, and he was compelled to give way.   It would